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NESCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG. OCON, UNESCO 

SUBJ: SAUDI ARABIAN OPPOSITION TO UNESCO REGIONAL 
GROUP RESOLUTION 

REFS: A) PARIS 25477; B) STATE 232315 

1. DEPT CONCERNED ABOUT REPORTED SAUDI ARABIAN OPPOSITION 
(REFTEL A) AT UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD (EX BD) TO ANY 
RESOLUTION WHICH MIGHT RESULT IN CHANGING OR MODIFYING 
ACTION TAKEN AT THE 18TH GENERAL CONFERENCE RE ISRAEL. 

WE ARE PARTICULARLY WORRIED ABOUT EFFECT THIS COULD HAVE 
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ON TUNISIAN AND OTHER ARAB VOTES. REFTEL A INDICATES THAT 
TUNISIAN EX BD MEMBER HAD BEEN FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD 
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BELGIAN RESOLUTION, ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER, MORE 
RECENT INDICATIONS THAT TUNISIANS MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN 
ADVERSELY INFLUENCED BY SAUDIS. 

2. WHILE RECOGNIZING DIFFICULTIES PRESENTED TO ACTION 
ADDRESSEES BY END OF RAMADAN FESTIVITIES IN DEALING WITH 
GOSA AND GOI, DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ATTEMPT TO SEE 
APPROPRIATE LEVEL MFA OFFICIALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 
EXPLAIN OUR POSITION ON BELGIAN INITIATIVE AND TO SEEK 
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF IT SO THAT, A) IN CASE OF GOSA, 

SAUDIS WILL NOT ACTIVELY OPPOSE RESOLUTION AND COULD HOPE- 
FULLY AT LEAST ABSTAIN WHEN VOTING TAKES PLACE AS EXPECTED 
ON OCTOBER 8; B) IN CASE OF TUNISIANS, THAT THEY WILL 
SUPPORT RESOLUTION OR AT LEAST ABSTAIN. 

3. IN ADDITION TO POINTS MADE IN REFTEL B, YOU MAY POINT 
OUT THAT U. S. IS SUPPORTING BELGIAN INITIATIVE IN PUR- 
SUIT OF U. S. DESIRE TO SUSTAIN ITS SUPPORT FOR UNESCO. 

DEPT HOPES TO BE ABLE TO POINT TO RESOLUTION AS FIRST 
STEP TAKEN AT UNESCO EX BD TOWARD REVERSING 18TH GC 
ACTION AGAINST ISRAELI MEMBERSHIP IN EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
GROUP AND THUS MEET SOME CONGRESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS IN 
ORDER THAT AT LEAST PARTIAL RESTORATION OF FUNDS TO 
UNESCO COULD BE SOUGHT BEFORE U. S. LOSES VOTE IN 
GENERAL CONFERENCE, AS EXPECTED IF PRESENT LACK OF 
PAYMENT GOES BEYOND JANUARY 1 . 

4. FYI: U. S. HAS NOT CONSULTED ISRAEL ON THIS MATTER 
NOR IS IT ACTING AS RESULT OF ISRAELI REQUESTS. ISRAEL 
HAS FRANKLY STATED TO BELGIANS THAT IT IS OPPOSED TO 
BELGIAN INITIATIVE AS IT MIGHT RESULT IN SOME CONGRESS 
IONAL RESTORATION OF U. S. FUNDS TO UNESCO WITH NO 
ASSURANCE THAT ISRAEL WILL ACTUALLY BE ADMITTED TO 
EUROPEAN REGIONAL GROUP. THUS STRANGE SITUATION EXISTS 
OF ISRAEL AND SAUDI ARABIA JOINING IN OPPOSTION TO 
RESOLUTION THAT U.S., WEO'S AND AFRICANS ARE SUPPORTING. 

END FYI. 

5. ACTION POSTS MAY IN THEIR DISCRETION POINT OUT ALF.C.SO 
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POSITION ON EUROPEAN REGIONAL ISSUE (PARAS 5 AND 6 OF 
REFTEL A), WHICH THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE OF, AND 
STAND REPORTEDLY TAKEN BY OTHER ARABS ON THIS ISSUE AT 

MAY UNESCO EX BD AND SINCE THEN PRIOR TO PRESENT EX BD 
MEETING. HOWEVER, WE WOULD NOT RPT NOT WANT YOU 
TO POINT FINGER AT VIEWS OF OTHER ARABS ON BELGIAN 
RESOLUTION, AS CITED IN PARA 6 OF REFTEL A. KISSINGER 
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